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CurrentCurrent trends for reform at trends for reform at 
Swedish Swedish universitiesuniversities

1.1. InternationalizationInternationalization processesprocesses -- BolognaBologna

2.2. Swedish Swedish legislationlegislation for for sustainablesustainable
developmentdevelopment

3.3. IncreasedIncreased focusfocus on on vocationalvocational trainingtraining



History of Human History of Human EcologyEcology at GUat GU

Start 1970s Start 1970s –– 1980s1980s
ResponsesResponses to the to the complexitycomplexity of of sociosocio--
environmentalenvironmental problemsproblems
SilentSilent springspring, , Limits to Limits to growthgrowth
OECD in StockholmOECD in Stockholm

1990 1990 –– 20002000
CurriculumCurriculum expansionexpansion
The The interdisciplinarityinterdisciplinarity debatedebate
University University restructuringrestructuring



The human The human ecologicalecological triangletriangle

Individual

Society

Nature



Human Human EcologyEcology Key Key CriteriaCriteria
1.1. Problem driven research and Problem driven research and teachingteaching

2.2. KnowledgeKnowledge integrationintegration–– interdisciplinarityinterdisciplinarity

3.3. NormativityNormativity –– ethicsethics –– criticalcritical reflexivityreflexivity

4.4. PracticePractice -- transdisciplinaritytransdisciplinarity



Trends in Trends in educationeducation

1. Bologna1. Bologna

Financial Financial resourcesresources and and constraintsconstraints

CooperationCooperation betweenbetween subjectssubjects > SGS, SMIL> SGS, SMIL

EnhancedEnhanced profilesprofiles ((departmentaldepartmental, student), student)



Trends in Trends in educationeducation

2. 2. LegislationLegislation for for sustainablesustainable developmentdevelopment

Integration at the Social Science Integration at the Social Science FacultyFaculty

The roll of Human The roll of Human EcologyEcology at GUat GU

ApplicationApplication of the HE of the HE profileprofile



Trends in Trends in educationeducation

3. 3. VocationalVocational trainingtraining

PracticePractice-- orientedoriented pedagogypedagogy

MethodMethod and and fieldfield coursescourses

CaseCase--studystudy coursescourses



Focus of Focus of coursecourse developmentdevelopment
Problem based focusProblem based focus
InterdisciplinarityInterdisciplinarity
Knowledge integration Knowledge integration 
Ethical principles Ethical principles 
Critical and reflexive thinkingCritical and reflexive thinking
Application in practiceApplication in practice
Analytical frameworksAnalytical frameworks
The human The human ecologicalecological triangletriangle –– reciprocalreciprocal linkslinks
betweenbetween humans, society, and humans, society, and naturenature



A new A new coursecourse structurestructure: : 
UndergraduateUndergraduate levellevel coursescourses

1.1. EnvironmentalEnvironmental problems problems –– from from locallocal
productionproduction to global to global consumtionconsumtion

2.2. EnvironmentalEnvironmental movementsmovements and policyand policy
3.3. SustainableSustainable citiescities
4.4. History of History of sustainablesustainable developmentdevelopment
5.5. ParticipatoryParticipatory methodsmethods for rural for rural 

developmentdevelopment
6.6. 15 15 creditcredit thesisthesis



A new A new coursecourse structurestructure: : 
Master Master levellevel in SGS and SMILin SGS and SMIL

1.1. InterdisciplinaryInterdisciplinary problem problem basedbased research research 
in Human in Human EcologyEcology

2.2. SolvingSolving environmentalenvironmental problems in problems in 
practicepractice

3.3. SustainableSustainable mobilitymobility
4.4. SustainableSustainable landscapeslandscapes
5.5. ClimateClimate changechange



CommonCommon curriculumcurriculum aimsaims
for HE and SDfor HE and SD

Focus on the Focus on the linkslinks betweenbetween valuesvalues, social , social 
structuresstructures, and , and naturalnatural systems systems 
LearningLearning bothboth via formal via formal educationeducation and via and via 
social social learninglearning in in practicepractice
PromotingPromoting social social changechange via via 
transdisciplinarytransdisciplinary educationeducation and research and research 
HE as an HE as an academicacademic arena for social arena for social 
reflectionreflection and and criticismcriticism
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